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Polynomials

• A POLYNOMIAL is the monomial or the sum 
of monomials with 
> all exponents as whole numbers and
> coefficients are all real numbers.

Examples or NonExamples?

Polynomials should be written in 
STANDARD FORM

Ordered from left to right in descending degree 
of each term. 

A polynomial's DEGREE is the largest 
exponent of the polynomial.  It determines 
the polynomial's number of zeros. 

Other Vocabulary

Leading Coefficient (LC)  Coefficient of term 
with greatest degree.  (Line leader when in 
standard form.)

 

Constant  Value with a no variable. 

Naming Polys by TERM and DEGREE
# of Terms Name Degree Name
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Operations with Polynomials
• For + : Combine like terms
• For  : Distribute the  and then CLT.
• For *: Use the distributive property and then CLT.

When CLT, the degree doesn't change, but the coeffiecients are 
combined. 

When you multiply terms  add exponents of like variables and multiply 
coefficients. 

More Practice
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Extra Practice
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